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Why we're celebrating hope this Christmas 

"Let us hope 2012 is a year of prosperity, tranquility and peace -- for the holy land and the entire 

world." 

 

 

A Palestinian girl lights a candle in the 

Church of the Nativity, the site 

revered as the birthplace of Jesus, in the 

West Bank town of Bethlehem 

on Dec. 15, 2011, ahead of Christmas. 

(Reuters/Mohamad Torokman) 

 

 

 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=445340 

[AS ALWAYS PLEASE GO TO THE LINK TO READ GOOD ARTICLES IN FULL: 

HELP SHAPE ALGORITHMS (and conversations) THAT EMPOWER PALESTINE 

AND PEACE] 

By Victor Batarseh 

It all started in Bethlehem. From here, the Christmas message was revealed to mankind; a 

message of joy, love and peace. 

 

And here we are today, after more than 2,000 years, reviving this eternal remembrance in faith 

and love, happily cheering and singing songs of joy and triumph. 

 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men." This verse spreads joy 

in our hearts and proves for us that nothing is impossible for God, not even realizing peace. 

 

Palestinians have always suffered from occupation and oppression, and still undergo violations 

of their rights. We live in a city surrounded by a wall that cruelly and severely obscures it, 

prohibiting its people from moving freely on their lands. 

 

Around 70,000 acres of Bethlehem's arable land behind the wall have been seized this year by 

the Israeli occupation authorities, who decided the landowners were "absent" and referred their 

land to Israel's "absentee property custodian." 

 

Our hearts grieve for what our city has become, and it pains us to imagine what the birth of our 

lord Jesus Christ would look like today.  

 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-1NNuoJgh2JI/Tuz7bHF87bI/AAAAAAAARW4/drvJWfhh1EU/s1600/maan%2Bnews%2BA%2BPalestinian%2Bgirl%2Blights%2Ba%2Bcandle%2Bin%2Bthe%2BChurch%2Bof%2Bthe%2BNativity%2B12-2011.jpg
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=445340
http://www.maannews.net/eng/Search.aspx?AUTHOR=Victor%20Batarseh


Joseph and Mary would be stopped and searched entering Bethlehem or departing on their flight 

to Egypt. The Magi would run into a huge concrete wall. The shepherds would not be able to 

graze their sheep; their land would have been confiscated. 

 

Despite everything, the hearts of the residents of Bethlehem are once again filling with hope as 

Christmas approaches, a hope which comes from the savior's birth at the heart of the city. It 

brings to its people a message of love, peace and hope. 

 

During this season, hope shines in our hearts; it springs out from our faith in the power of the 

child lying in the manger to realize justice in this holy land. 

 

It is from this we derive our theme for Christmas 2011: Palestine Celebrating Hope. This year we 

are approaching the birth of our independent Palestinian state with bold steps forward. 

 

Nowhere is this progress clearer than in Palestine's successful application to become a permanent 

member of UNESCO -- clear evidence for our people's culture and our country's civilization and 

history. 

 

The birth of Jesus Christ has played an essential role in forming our humanity, refining our 

history and tolerating the injustice and persecution in our daily lives amidst an absence of peace. 

 

One day soon, we hope this occupation and blockade will fade from memory as Palestinians are 

granted their national and legitimate rights, and peace. 

 

Let us hope 2012 is a year of prosperity, tranquility and peace -- for the holy land and the entire 

world. 

 

Victor Batarseh is mayor of Bethlehem. Adapted from remarks delivered Dec. 15, 2011. 

HERE IS THE VIDEO 

"Palestine celebrating hope"  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3kOhKUZx7g   

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3kOhKUZx7g

